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Course Description 
As part of the Humanities segment of EIU's General Education 
program, English 1009G (Stories Matter) offers rigorous 
reading and writing instruction as it promotes "an intellectual 
foundation for students' future academic, professional, and 
personal lives." 
The selected theme for this course is Health & Medicine. 
Titled "'Because I Could Not Stop for Death': The Body, 
Illness, and the Stories They Tell," this course investigates the 
fundamental and vibrant ways that humanities and medical/ 
health studies complement each other's focus on health, 
illness, and the complexity of what it means to be human-to 
confront our mortality. 
Through readings (fiction, non-fiction, and film) and a variety 
of writing projects, students will develop critical thinking skills 
alongside an appreciation of cultural and historical differences 
toward such topics as: death and dying, wellness/illness, 
patient-professional relationships, medical technologies, 
epidemics and contagious diseases, and mental health. 
Minimum Technological Requirements 
• Reliable access to the Internet 
• Ability to navigate various aspects of D2L (EIU's learning 
management system) 
• Ability to read documents using Word, PowerPoint/ 
Keynote, and Adobe Acrobat 
• Ability to create and post documents using Microsoft Word 
or a comparable format 
• Ability to record and post a short video of yourself 
If you need help with any of these technological requirements, 
please contact me ASAP. 
Course Goals 
1. Read and understand the perspectives represented by a diverse collection of texts that represent plural 
traditions, historical eras, and/or literary genres. 
2. Analyze texts and develop arguments ideas from a series of different reading experiences in formal and 
informal written assignments and essay exams. 
3. Develop their written communication skills by practicing various aspects of the writing process (e.g., 
drafting, outlining, and revision based on instructor feedback) throughout the semester in formal 
written assignments. 
4. Listen and respond articulately to the ideas and perspectives represented by the instructor and their 
peers. 
5. Reflect on the value of a text for themselves as individuals and for the world in which they live. 
6. Examine the value of expression and creativity, especially in literature and literary analysis. 
Course Etiquette 
in an online course, most communication is done through written messages either in private posts or public 
discussions. It is important that students in on line courses be especially sensitive to how messages and 
sentiment are communicated and received. Accordingly, I abide by EIU's policy on acceptable etiquette for 
online courses, which is as follows: 
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Course Format 
This course is primarily involves reading, discussion, and writing-a great deal if it. As such, you need 
to be prepared for activities by completing the reading carefully, taking notes, identifying important 
passages, and participating in all activities in a timely way. 
MOST IMPORTANT: If you are new to an online course--or if any of the material or instructions are 
unclear-the most important skill you should utilize is to ask questions. 
Here are the key features of the course that will aid you in getting a good start to the course and 
stayingThe course is divided into four units (see unit overview below), and, in each unit you will be 
asked to read material, participate in synchronous/asynchronous discussions, complete reading 
quizzes, write response papers, and other related activities. For Units 2-4, you will need to complete a 
formal paper (each worth 15%). 
Illustration for Charlotte Perkins Gilman's 
"The Yellow Wallpaper" 
Units of Study 
Unit 1: " Narrative Medicine": How & Why We 
Tell Stories (Wks 1-3) 
• Overview: This unit focuses on why and how 
we tell stories as humans, identifying how the 
practices and discourses of the human body 
(medicine and health) closely align with the 
practice of the humanities - the constructing 
and telling of stories. Students will read a 
variety o f  excerpts of contemporary thinkers 
(from health and humanities) on the 
importance of narratives and the importance 
of "listening" to those narratives. Most 
importantly, students will become acquainted 
with "how" a story is told, not just what it 
says. 
Unit 2: "Death is Normal": Technology, Death, & the Human Body (Wks 4-7) 
• Overview: This unit focuses on the matrix of death, mortality, and technology as it studies a 
historical text (Mary Shelley's Frankenstein) alongside a contemporary narrative (Kazuo Jshiguro's 
Never Let Me Co). Students will also read excerpts from writers such as Atul Gawande, Caitlin 
Doughty, Hilary Mantel, and Paul Kalanithi. 
Unit 3: "I Contain Multitudes": Contagion, Viruses, & Metaphors (Wks 8-11) 
• Overview: This unit studies a variety of fictional and non-fictional contagion narratives, studying the 
role of narratives in how we use metaphors to talk about disease. We will read excerpts from 
contagion stories alongside how professionals describe disease and contagion. We will also look at 
cinematic portrayals of disease and contagion. 
Unit 4: "I'm Depressed": Mind, Memory, & Trauma (Wks 12-15) 
• Overview: In this unit, students will read non-fictional accounts of two different ways health is 
problematized in contemporary society, focusing in particular on mental health and related 
institutions. One story is a cross-cultural problem that highlights communication and cultural 
barriers in medicine (Anne Fadiman's The Spirit Catches You). The second central story shows the 
collision between medicine and law (in the gripping account of Andrea Yates), as it profiles our 
depictions of motherhood, mental health, and gender. 
